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Welcome to the third newsletter of the DigiPatch
project!

“DigiPatch: Moving From A Networked To A
Patchworked Society: Motivational Underpinnings And
Societal Consequences” is an interdisciplinary,
multinational research project. Our team is constantly
working on various studies relating to topics, such as:
psychological needs, digitalization, social cohesion and
the phenomenon of online microidentities.

We are very happy to update you about the project
and its activities!
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Recent developments

DIGIPATCH CONSORTIUM MEETING

e On May 19th and 20th 2025, DigiPatch meeting took place at the University of
Cordoba. All teams met to discuss their results and research plans. Also, we
had the pleasure of opening a session to the public, where the community had
the chance to get a closer look at our work. To organise the meeting,

the Principal Investigator from
the Univeristy of Cordoba,
Esther Cuadrado, created the
following website to manage
attendance, reservations,
inform about contents and
other matters of interest.



https://sites.google.com/ucoeducacion.es/digipatch-meeting/start?authuser=0

Recent developments

OUTCOMES OF OUR WORK IN UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOL CURRICULA

¢ In winter semester 2025/26, GUlru Horozoglu and Hermann Siebel are
teaching a seminar on radicalization and deradicalization for students of
educational science at Freie Universitat Berlin. Theories and empirical results
as well as other outputs related to the DigiPatch project are inherent parts of
this seminar. Hence, DigiPatch-related outputs are actively disseminated to an
academic audience in the current semester.

e The Copernicus Science Centre developed lesson scenario that examines
issues relating to social media behavior and critical thinking, especially in the
context of consuming content from online influencers. The prepared materials
were tested in multiple classrooms, and the final versions were revised and
improved according to feedback from teachers.

Additonally, this teaching tool has been
prepared in four languages (Polish,
English, Spanish and Armenian) and
distributed across multiple countries.

Being Online

A collection of short activities

Influencers under the microscope:
How to avoid being manipulated?

Target Audience
The activities are designed for all age groups above 15 years old.

Scenario developed as part of the DigiPatch project: Moving from a networked to o
patchworked society.

Lesson plan

Target group More information can be

Primary and secondary school (ages 13 and above)

Scenario developed as port of the DigiPatch project: Moving from a networked to o
patchworked society.

found here.


https://digipatch.eu/?page_id=375

Recent developments

OTHER KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE ACTIVITIES

e Data collection at the Copernicus Science
Centre's LivingLAB exhibition space
successfully took place for almost a year,
beginning in November 2024. Participants
were able to engage with multiple
different procedures related to the topics
that DigiPatch explores, such as identity,
online behavior and perception of groups.
One of the procedures was tranlated to
Spanish and implemented at Parque de

las Ciencias in Granada.
e Like in 2024, DigiPatch project was represented at 2025 edition of Escite

conference. “Debunkbot: Discover your scientific misconceptions” was a
workshop focused on exploring the ways in which science centres can
implement creative and engaging research procedures as a part of visitor's
experience. LivingLAB procedures were presented as a project that can both
facilitate studies and help communicate scientific ideas to diverse audiences.

e Qutcomes of DigiPatch Knowledge
Exchange activities carried out by
Copernicus Science Centre were
also presented at CHANSE Final
Conference in Krakéw.

e Reflections on Knowledge
Exchange activities can also be
found in Stories of Change
catalogue.

e Digipatch was one of five CHANSE projects selected for the short-film
initiative. The outcome of this collaboration can be found here.


https://chanse.org/stories-of-change/
https://chanse.org/stories-of-change/
https://chanse.org/chanse-projects-video-showcase/

Conference presentations

Di Cicco, G., Gorostiza, A., Kossowska, M., Rodriguez, R., Cava, S., Golab, M.,
Bonarska, K. (2025, December 5-7). 3NMark: A psychologist-annotated Twitter
corpus on migration for 3N model analysis in Spanish and Polish [Conference
presentation]. 11th Language & Technology Conference: Human Language
Technologies as a Challenge for Computer Science, Linguistics and Low-
Resourced Languages, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland.

Garcia Coll, J. Horozoglu, G., Kossowska, M., Cuadrado, E., & Kessels, U. (2025,
August). Understanding the Effects of Digital Media on Identity and Cohesion
Among Spanish Adolescents. Paper presented at ECPR General Conference, 26™ -
29" August 2025, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece.

Gkinopoulos, T. (2025, June 4-6 ). Being an ECR in DigiPatch project [Conference
panel]. Europe and Mobilities: Challenges and Opportunities for Socio-Economic
Transformations, University of Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland.

Gotgb, M. (2025, April 11-13). Anti-Mainstream Narratives and Alternative Media
in the COVID-19 Pandemic Era from a Social Psychology Perspective [Conference
presentation]. 14. Young Sociologists Congress, Jagiellonian University, Cracow,
Poland.

Gotab, M. (2025, June 4-6 ). Navigating opportunities and challenges: Early Career
Researchers in transnational projects [Conference panel]. Europe and Mobilities:
Challenges and Opportunities for Socio-Economic Transformations, University of
Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland.

Gotab, M., Di Cicco, G., Kossowska, M., Lewandowsky, S. (2025, July 3-6). COVID-
dissidents on Reddit: Qualitative content analysis [Poster presentation]. ISPP
Annual Meeting, Prague University of Economics & Business, Prague, Czech
Republic.



Conference presentations

Horozoglu, G., Kossowska, M., Gotgb, M., Melita, D. & Kessels, U. (2025,
September). Need for Security Mediates Reception of Mandatory/ Voluntary
Policies and the Interest in/ Agreement with Anti-Mainstream Narratives. Paper
presented at the 19th Conference of the Social Psychology section (FG
Sozialpsychologie der DGPs), 14.-16.9.2025, Bochum.

Melita, D., Kossowska, M., Dragon, P. (2025, July 3-6). United or Separated in
Diversity? Micro-ldentification and the Erosion of Social Capital. ISPP Annual
Meeting, Prague University of Economics & Business, Prague, Czech Republic.

Theorin, N. (2025, October). All by myself: Testing effects of alternative media use
on alienation and the mediating role of institutional trust. JMG's seminar in
political communication.

Rodriguez, R., Gorostiza, A., Maldonado, M. A., Moyano, M., Hidalgo-Tenori, E.
(2025, September 5). An Analysis of racismo within incel discourse in the Spanish-
speaking community in X. FOM@Play Congress, Granada, Spain.

In September 2025,
during CHANSE Final
Conference
Professor Matgorzata
Kossowska presented
the DigiPatch project
in a session titled:
Digi-Cultural
Trasformation over
time.




Papers

e Melita, D., Kossowska, M., Dragon, P., Moyano, M., Gotgb, M., Andrysiak, A., &
Rodriguez, R. (2025). Two sources of alienation from society: the role of economic
relative deprivation, anti-mainstream identities, and perceived ingroup injustice.
Social Indicators Research, 180(2), 589-617.

e Gorostiza, A., Kossowska, M., Rodriguez, R., Gotagb, M., Bonarska, K., Cava Crespo,
S., & Di Cicco, G. (2025). Psychologist-Annotated Twitter Corpus on Migration for
3N Model Analysis (ES/PL). 11th Language & Technology Conference: Human
Language Technologies as a Challenge for Computer Science, Linguistics and Low
Resourced Languages (LTC25), Poznan, Poland. Zenodo.

e Rodriguez, R., Maldonado, M. A., & Moyano, M. (2025). Deciphering the incels: A
scoping review on empirical research. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 102093.

-
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Media appearances

e Interview for the online newspaper 'El Dia de Cordoba' about the Digipatch
Project: 'Al helps explain how networks polarize society'.

e Interview for the Scientific Culture and Innovation Unit of the University of
Cordoba: Incels' Under the Microscope: A Study Uncovers the Community of Men
Who Demand Sex and Hate Women. It has been published in different media:
[here], [here] and [here]



https://www.eldiadecordoba.es/cordoba/ia-ayuda-explicar-redes-polarizan-sociedad_0_2003938691.html#goog_rewarded
https://www.uco.es/investigacion/ucci/es/noticias-gen/item/5318-incels-bajo-la-lupa-un-estudio-pone-al-descubierto-a-la-comunidad-de-hombres-que-exigen-sexo-y-odian-a-las-mujeres
https://www.lavanguardia.com/local/sevilla/20251118/11275824/estudio-uco-analiza-incels-hombres-reclaman-sexo-mujeres-misoginia-agenciaslv20251118.html
https://www.eldiadecordoba.es/cordoba/estudio-universidad-cordoba-hombres-incels-sexo_0_2005254287.html
https://www.europapress.es/andalucia/noticia-estudio-universidad-cordoba-analiza-incels-hombres-reclaman-sexo-mujeres-misoginia-20251118130401.html

New team members...

Federico Contu (Jagiellonian University team)

"I hold a PhD in Social Psychology from Sapienza University of Rome, with a
focus on motivation psychology.

In recent years, my research has centered on applying Significance Quest
Theory across diverse domains.

| have explored its relevance to
romantic relationships,
aggression, conspiracy beliefs,
and support for extreme groups.
My work aims to understand how
the search for personal
significance shapes behavior
across social contexts."




What is next for us

Special issue of Political Psychology - earlier this year a call for papers
was announced. The issue’s title is: Responding to socio-political challenges
through online radical or extremist narratives and alternative forms of online
collective identities. The editorial work on it is in progress.

In February 2026 Professor Matgorzata Kossowska will be a speaker at
SPSP Annual Meeting preconference dedicated to the psychology of
extremism.

A conference is planned to take place in May 2026 in Krakdéw. During this
event DigiPatch research results will be presented.

e To learn more about the DigiPatch project, you can
visit our website and other social media accounts:
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube!
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https://digipatch.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/digipatchproject
https://www.instagram.com/digipatchproject/
https://www.youtube.com/@digipatchproject/videos

